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1. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In the last line of claim 1 , the reference to "an orifice" in this context is somewhat 
confusing. In particular, it is not clear if this requires any actual relative movement 
capability between the follower and the orifice (as apparently intended, it being noted in 
particular that the original disclosure, including the title and abstract, use the term "slot" 
rather than "orifice"), it being considered that the present language could be read to 
read on simply a rotational pin in a hole (as in the acknowledged prior art EP 1 122057). 
It seems clear that this is not what is intended but it is suggested that this be more 
clearly brought out in the claim language (e.g. by referencing a "slot" as well as the fact 
that the cam follower is guided for sliding movement in the slot as for example in the 
title). 

In claims 4 and 5, no antecedent has been established for "the slot" - it seems 
that "an orifice" in the last line of claim 1 should be "a slot" to provide the requisite 
antecedent. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section- made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1,2 4-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Mayet (US 2002/01 17265). 
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Mayet '265 discloses a device for fabrication of a tire reinforcement by laying 
arcs of cord on a toroidal form, the device comprising a cord laying element (6), an 
actuation mechanism including a main arm (31 in figs. 7 and 10) and what can be 
termed rotationally articulated front and rear auxiliary arms (3D and 32 in figs. 7 and 10) 
as well as pressing elements (2D, 2G). Further, the main arm (31 in figs. 7 and 10) is 
rotationally mounted to arm (32) and is mounted to "arm" 3D via engagement with a 
slide/orifice (e.g. 33 and/or 364 in fig. 7 and 3D1 in fig. 10). The claim language is not 
at present considered to avoid such an interpretation. As to claim 2, note that the 
relative rotation can be adjusted using means 369. As to claims 4 and 5, note slot 364 
in fig. 7. As to claim 6, it is considered that the support provided by the main arm "31" 
can be termed direct. As to claim 8, the device is operable in synchronism (e.g. 
paragraphs [0050] and [0066]), it being considered further that the movement capability 
of the support along the direction marked "P" (e.g. note paragraph [0085]) is along a 
direction that is "relative to a rotation axis of the form". 

4. Claims 1 , 2 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mayet (US 2002/0023736). 

Mayet '736 discloses a device for fabrication of a tire reinforcement by laying 
arcs of cord on a toroidal form, the device comprising a cord laying element (6), an 
actuation mechanism including a main arm (32 or 383 in fig. 6) and what can be termed 
rotationally articulated front and rear auxiliary arms (31 and 33 in fig. 6) as well as 
pressing elements (2D, 2G). Further, the main arm is rotationally mounted to arm (33) 
and it can be considered to be mounted to arm 31 by means of a cam follower 382 
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cooperating with an orifice 381 (fig. 6). The claim language is not at present considered 

to avoid such an interpretation. As to claim 2, the relative rotation can be adjusted by 

appropriate selection of the cam configuration - not esp. paragraph [0066] and [0068]. 

As to claim 6, it is considered that the support provided by the main arm "32" can be 

termed direct. As to claim 7, the element 6 is an eyelet. As to claim 8, the device is 

operable in synchronism - e.g. paragraphs [0056] and [0076], it being considered that 

the movement capability of the support along the direction marked "P" (e.g. note 

paragraph [0069]) is along a direction that is "relative to a rotation axis of the form". 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geoffrey L. Knable whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1220. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on 571-272-1 156. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). // * spr^ 
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